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Miami Themes Are Urban and Educational Geography 
by ROBEln C. ~1INGS 

The 1967 fall meeting of the Florida Society 
of Geographers will be held Friday and Sat
urday, October 20 and 21. at the Holiday Inn 
in Coral Gables. Dnel themes of the meeting 
are: The Geographer and Urban Problems. and 
Geographic Education in Florida. 

Friday's activities consist of a tour of the 
University of Miami Campus at 3:00 prn, regis
tration 4;()(}"5;30, social hour 5:30-6:30, meal
time ("dutch") 6:.'lQ-8:00 and at 8:00 a ronud
table discnssiou of geographic education in Flor-
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ida - problems and prospects from the secon
dary school to the Ph.D. program. 

The Saturday program will begin with a 
business meeting 8:30-9:45. followed by a cof
fee break from 9:45-10:00. Beginning at 10:00 
there will be four papers dealing with om 
second theme. urban problems. Dr. Stanley 
Brunn of the University of Florida will present 
"Current Trends in Urban Geographical Meth
odoloS;y with Special Reference to the Carib
bean: Dr. Donald Lewis of the University of 

(See Meeting, p- 3) 



PERSPECTIVES FORM THE PRESIDEHT
 
The most degrading thing about hetng a pro

fessional geographer is that no one knows what 
it is. An amateur geographer or a teacher of 

geograpbv is well under
stood (or perhaps misun
derstood) hy the general 
publie. "The amateur is 
ohvionsly one who enjoys 
tra\"t"lifl~ and learning more 
about foreign countries, the 
teacher of geography is a 
teacher." whetber he he- in
structing first graders or 
Ph.Di's. The pnhlie has no 
understanding of the Innc-

CHAMBERLAIN non of the nOD aoademte 
professional geographer. 

The nsual retort to my explanation that "I am 
a geographer." is, "Yes, hnt what do you do 
tor a living?" 

\Vith most any adler profession from garb
ageman to astronaut, the mail on the street at 
least thinks I.", knows what that Individual does 
for his livelihood. Even snch nnccrnmon pro
[essions as hangman and economist are immedi
ately recognized by the- average man as doing 
something that he is familiar with. 

Why is geographer not a household word? 
There are reasonably large numbers of ns to 
whom it would seem that the message should 
have registered - but it obviously has not. Sev
eral reasons for this lack of understanding are 
possible, hut it see-ms likely that they are more 
excuses than reasons. 

The most commonly mentioned reason is that 
geography is snch a broad field, that geogra
pliers du many things. Therefore, explaining the 
role of geographers in general is no simple task. 
Certainly this is true. but it is also true that 
doctors awl lawyers also specialize to an almost 
infinite decree. Still, the word "doctor" or "law
yer" strikes a familiar chord in the minds of 
everyone. 

A second rationaliwtion is that the public 
has no day-to-day contact with the Field of geog
raphy after leaving school and loses any con
ception he might have grdnccl in schco]. \\'hilt: 
this is all too true, it is also true that vcrv few 
people actually consult an engineer or architect 
regnlarly but thev have very definite (if often 
incorrect) impressions regarding this work. 

A third common cxpleuatrou is that most 
young students are left with such a negative 
illlpre~~ioll of I;cography after beillg forced to 
memorize "five exports from each eountry III 
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Europe or the eapitals of the 50 states" that 
these negative impressions overcome ally posi
tive stimulus thev might receive in later vears. 
While most people would agree that these 'nega
tive influences exist, one's early impresvion of a 
dental chair is also negative hut there is no 
doubt in om mind what a dentist docs. 

The real answer to the problem of laek of 
pubhe understanding of the role of geographer 
is the almost complete lack of good public I(' 

lations or public information dissemination by 
the profos.aon and its individual practitioners. 
While history records the exploits of the early 
explorer-geographers such as Columbns, Dar
win, and Von Humbolt, how many Floridians 
realize that we have explorer-geographers with
in om Society who have voyaged up the trihu
taries of the Amazon, participated in on-site re
search at the South Pole, or assisted in determin
ing; the location of major state facilities. Geog
raphy is more alive today than ever, hut the 
pnhlie is not aware of it! 

The Florida Society of Cecgraphers has col
lectively recognized this lack of commnniearion 
by fonning fnncticning committees to deal with 
the problem, The Committee on Standards <lI\U 
Status, chaired by Clark Cross gave a compre
hensive report on its actions at the last annual 
meeting. The Puhhe Relations Committee bas 

(See President, p. 4) 
FSG OFFICERS AHD 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
PR£SIDE~T; Alex Chamberlain, Geogra

pher, East Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council, Titusville. 

VICE - PRESIDENT Alfonso Gonzalez, 
University of Alherta, Calgary. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Harrv Scha-
Ieman, Universtty of Miami. . 

EDITOR. THE FLORIDA GEOGRA
PHER: Edward A. Fernald, Florida 
State University. 

EDITOR. DIRECTORY: John Davis, De
partment of Education, Tallahassee. 

ME\.-IBERSHIP COMMITTEE: Clark 
Cross, University of Florida; Claude 
Farmer, Pensacola Jr. College; Ranny 
Hoehn. Nystrom Representative, Gaines
ville. 

NO~iI~ATI.l\:G CO;-"'H,JITTEE: James 
Anderson, University of Florida; John 
Davis. Department of Etlncaricn, Talla
ha,see: Burke VanderhiIl, Florida Sratr
University. 



(Meeting, from p. 1) 
Toledo will discuss "Water Procurement Prob
lems in Urban Areas." Mr. David Sweet. Geo
graphic Analyst, Battelle Vlemorial Lnstitute, will 
talk on «The Role of the City in Regional Plan
ning." The final speaker will be Mr. Reginald 
Walters, Director of Planning. Metropolitan 
Dade Ccnntv, who will discuss "Planning Proh
lcms in Metropolitan Miami." 

These four speakers have been invited by 
the program committee (Paul Salter and Robert 
Mings) because of their proven interest and 
competence in the area of urban. geography. 
The committee is extremely pleased to have 
attracted men of such high caliber. 

Following the last paper. buses will be 
boarded for a field trip around Dade County. 
The field trip will be correlated with the morn
ing papers. The bnsos will stop for lunch at a 
fine Miami restaurant. We expect to return to 
the Holiday Inn by 4<~O - in plenty of time 
to enjoy a little Miami nightlife. 

NCGE MEETING CHICAGO. NOV. 23-25 
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Southeastern Division of AAG to 
Hold Annual Meeting in Florida 

On Xovember 20 and 21 the Southeastern 
Division of the Association of Ameriean Geog
raphers will be meeting: at the Ramada Inn in 
Gainesville. The host department will be tbe 
Department of Ccography at the University of 
Florida. Over the vears the Southeastern Divi
sion has been one'of the most active' regional 
divisions of the A. A .G. Last year in Atlanta 
more than 200 geographers attended the annual 
meetings. At the meetings last year professional 
papers were presented and the President of the 
Associal:ion of American Ceographers gave the 
main address at the annnal dinner, 

This vear the cnrrent Nanonal President of 
the A, A: G" Clyde Kohn, will give the dinner 
address. James fl. Anderson of the University 
of Florida has served as Chairman of the Divi
sion during the past two years, 

Y1emb{'f.~ of the Florida Society of Geogra
phy, regardless of affiliation ....-ith the A. A. G., 
will be most welcome at the forthcoming meet
ings. We at the University of Florida sincerely 
hope that many of you can be present. 



------

EDITOR'S PREROGATIVE 
Your Editor is happy to report that his study 

concerning the development of a model for 
predieting optimum land use in the area C'OIl

tiguous to the Cross-Florida Barge Canal has 
been submitted to the funding agency, the Flor
ida Canal Authority. 

Essentially, the study identifies a model, or 
outline, as the steps in predicting optimum land 
use after the waterway is completed. The major 
steps include in the input: 1. a set of thirteen 
iuvcntory maps, eaeh with an overlay; 2. an 
analysis of the cultural and phvsical, features 
of the area prior to construction; and, 3. an 
identification of the factors to he considered in 
land use change. 

The output of the model is another set of 
maps which identify optimum land use after 
the 165 million dollar project is completed. 

Details of publication and dissemination are 
presently being discussed. All, or at least the 
map sections with some explanation, should be 
available shortly after the first of the year. 

Good luck to Harry Sehalcmau as he plans 
to build a geography program at Barry College. 
He is spliting his talents between that school 
and the University of ~liami. 

Did you hear about the child who told his 
teacher that the geography book stated that the 
people of California were getting progressively 
dumber? When asked to explain, he said, "See, 
it states that the population of that state is get
ting more dense each year." 

Oh well, back to the drawing board. 

(President, from p. 2)
 
been newly fanned under Bob Fuson and is jus~
 
beginning to formulate ideas and courses of
 
action.
 

What is needed now is individual recogni
tion by all geographers of the importance of a 
public image. Organrzattous such as the Society 
and the AAG eau help, but success will be at
tained only when the average geographer par
ticipates in public relations. This effort will at 
first seem contrived, unnatural, perbaps even 
unprofessional, but familiarity will change all 
this; now is the time to gain this familiarity. 

Geography is today at a crossroads; some 
major universities are dropping geography de
partments entirely while others arc adding more 
teaching staff than ever before. Non-geogra
phers in related professions are assuming more 

specialties which formerly lay within the realm 
of geographers hut, at the same time, more 
geographers using the title "geographer" are 
being put to work A major missing step lead
inc: toward a healthv future for the science of 
geography is public recognition. Only with 
such recognition will geography, the Florida 
Society, and indi..-idnal geographers prosper. 

The methods of achie..-ing puhlie recognition 
are not simple and certainly I do not have all 
the answers. However, several possibilities sug
gest themselves immediately: 

1.	 Public news rdea,e, (:onCt::"ing .my gatbcring uf 
geographers art:: probably the simplest tools. If a 
m,*ting is important enough tv concern ourselves 
with, it is important enough for the public to 
know about. 

(See President, p. 8) 

Anderson Works on Notionol 
Atlos of the United Stotes 

Last spring at the annual meetings of the 
Associunon of American GEographers the first 
five sheets of the National Atlas of the United 
were displayed. During 1967 and 1968 addi
tional sheets will he released and hopefully by 
the end of 1968 the entire atlas can be com
pleted and bound as a single volume. Nearly a 
quarter of a century of concerted effort on the 
part of geographers has been necessary to make 
make a thematic atlas of the United States a 
reality. 

The U.S. Geological Survey was assigned the 
responsibility of preparing the Attae. although 
many government agencies and consultants from 
universities and indnstry are rendering service. 

For example, a group of graduate students 
from the University of Florida working under 
the supervision of James R. Anderson are com
piling and scribing maps for the agricultural 
section of the Atlas which will comprise twenty 
pages. One of the main maps in the agricul
tural section will be the map of Major Land 
Uses of the United States 'originally prepared 
by the late Francis J. Marschner and revised 
for the Atlas by James R. Anderson. 

The Atlas when completed aud plaecd on 
sale should be a must for every high school, 
college, and university library in the United 
States. It is also an atlas that will be treasured 
by geographers specializing on the United States. 
Yet, many of us may feel that we will have to 
resort to usc of a library copy. sineo a minimnm 
price will be fifty dollars and rising printing 
costs may require a higher unit price. Sheets 
of the Atlas will be on display at the Miami 
meetings. 
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Planning Legislation Killed by House of Representatives
 
by HOWARD R. RYBOLT, President
 

Florida Planning "tId Zonine Association, lnc,
 
Florida came close to having a state-wide 

General Planning Bill authorized by the 1967 
Legislature. For the first time in historv the 
Florida Senate approved snch a bill. This bill 
would have given the cities and counties of Flor
ida the authority to estahlish local planning com
missions; prepare community development plans; 
adopt zoning ordinances, snbdivision standards 
and construction codes. , 

Failure of passage by only one or" two votes 
in the Honse t-ame as a surprise. The need for 
such legislation had been recognized and favor
able consideration given by the House during 
previous terms of the legislature. Defeat of the 
proposed act denied the eitios and counties joint
ly of the authority to work together toward solv
ing problems of growth. 

Florida has experienced unprecedented 
growth in population and industry. This growth 
has resnlted in problems as well as in benefits. 
Unplanned, uncoordinated, unguided and uncon
trolled growth ha~, in many eases, been respon
sible fer a major portion of the skv-rcckeung 
cost of IOC',ll government. 

The proposed act provided a prccednre care
fully designed to protect and safegnard indi
vidual rights and yet to balance those rights 
against the needs of the cornmnnity. The bill 
was entirely permissive and state wide in that 
any city or county of Florida conld elect to 
operate nuder the provisions of the act. 

Why didn't it pass? The mind of man is 
hard to understand. Many legislators may not 
have had the opportunity to fully read and nn
derstand the provisions and protections incor
porated in the Bill. That there were [nst not 
enough who were fully informed still does not 
answer the qnestion. It could and doe; point to 
the action needed for the next term of thc 
legislature. 

Members of hoth the Senate and the Honse 
should have the time to read and understand 
the proposed bill. Informed citizens have all 
opportunity to talk with and advise their legis
latcrs. Members of the legislature are dependent 
on others to help maintain contact with their 
commnnity. 

What would a general Planning Bill do for 
Florida? The purpose of the act is to enable 
every city and county in Florida to prepare and 
carry out local community development plans 
and programs. Existing laws authorizing incor

porated municipalities and counties to plan, to 
zone, to regnlatc snbdivisions and to enforce 
construction COOl'S wonld not be affected bv 
passage of the bill. 

According to local desires, a city or county 
already operating nnder existing legislation 
could either continue to do so or elect to pro
ceed under the new law. Protection and en
hancement of property values is important to 
ever} community. Accordingly land nse control 
is and shonld be an important function of local 
government. Growth of commnnitics should 
follow a community development plan. 

The plan should be comprehensive and pro
vide for and set a~ide areas suitable for agri
cnlturul, industrial, commercial and residential 
uses. Public facilities such as streets, water Hnes 
and sewer lines, parks and schools could then 
be provided on a logical and more economical 
basis. The protection rlms afforded mdividnal 
property owners would enconrage private in
vestments and improvements. 

All of Florida's cities and c'Ounties wonld also 
he ahle to adopt and enforce reasonable stand
ards for new snhdivisions. The plans shonld be 
designed to make snre that streets, drainage. 
utilities and other necessary improvements are 
provided and properly installed. This would 
protect the tax payers [rorn having to pick up 
the tax hnrtlen of a poorly designed and installed 
subdivision. 

Basically it would permit local people to 
face local problems and give rbem the necessary 
anthoritv to act. 

The need for planning and zoning in Florida 
is all too evident hv the large number of loc-al 
acts sought bv indiVidnal counties and cities in 
Florida. Wen over a thousand bills, local in ap
plication, are to he fonnd in the Florida Statutes. 

Prohlems do [lot start nor do they stop with 
a line- drawn on a map. Tbat problems have a 
habit of overlapping city and county houndries 
only serve to point up the necessity for them 
to be ahle to cooperate with each other on com
mon problems. The need fo plan and to estab
lish 'Zoning and subdivi..,;ion regulations arise be
came hnmanity. peeked [uto urban and/or fringe 
areas, demands a fonn of protection which is of 
no importance to humanity dispersed through
out rum] nroas with low density of popnlution. 

Florida is the only nrhanized sate in the 
union that does not have a general planning 
Ie;:islation similar in content to the proposed 
bill. isn't it about time that we did? 



FLORIDA GEOGRAPHERS MAKE NEWS
 
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 

In conjunction with a soaring enrollment, the 
University of Miami and the Department of 
Ceography continue to reorganize and establish 
new programs. With the arrival of a new Dean 
of Am and Sciences (and a new departmental 
chairman beginning in September 1968), there 
will be a growing emphasis on research and 
graduate training. 

The Department is pleased to have acquired 
the part-time services of Mr. Harry Schaleman, 
Formerly of Broward Jr. College. Harry is as
sociated also with Barry College of Miami. 

The number of graduate reaching assistants 
has been expanded to three. Total number of 
undergradnate majors bas now reached 36. 

The staff has been saddened bv the recent 
passing of Fred Day. Fred had been an in
structor since 1960. 

EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL 

The Council lost its executive director this 
summer to a very responsible position in Wash
ington, D. C. Bob Doyle, whom many of you 
met at the Cocoa Beach meeting, is uow Direc
tor of Urban Planning Assistance for the De
partment of Housing and Urban Development. 

Results of onr massive research program on 
the seven counties bv both staff and nationally 
recognized consultants is now available ill a 
series of fourteen reports at the cost of print
ing. Sets have been distributed to key locations 
around the state, including nutversiry libraries. 

Carol and Alex Chamberlain just completed 
a 10-day combination vacation and quick gco
graphic tour through Guatemala and Honduras. 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
The Department of Geography at USF has 

begun the 1967-65 academic year uuder the uew 
state-wide qnartcr system with approximately 
30 undergraduate majors and four staff mem
bers. TbP Department is still iu temporary qnar
ten; in the Engineering Building while the new 
Social Science facility is under construction. 
Slate-d for completion in the summer of 1968, 
this new building will provide geography with 
one of the most modern plants in the United 
States. Among the nsnal office and classroom 
items there will be a fnlly equipped weather/ 
climatology station, and cartographic research 
section. 

The Department has been successful for two 
years in a row with NCF grants for the upgrad
ing of its meteorological and cartographic pro
grams. Total expenditures from these sources 
alone will exceed 810,000. 

Dr. AI Gonzalez has resigned from the staff 
to accept a position as Associate Professor of 
Geography at the University of Alberta, Calgary. 
Dr. Robert Fuson has returned as Chairman after 
a three-year absence from that post. 

Dr. Fuson returned to Mexico this past sum
mer where he continue-d his research in Yucatan, 
Campeche. Chiapes. Tabasco, and Quintana Roo. 
This work centers on certain aspects of (1) tropi
cal climatology. and the (2) morphology of 
Mayan ceremonial centers. He continues as Ge
ography Editor for the William C. Brown Co., 
and presently 14 volumes in a new introductory 
geography series are in various stages of pro
duction. 

Dr. Stuart Rothwell was promoted to Asso
etate Professor this snmruer and has just com
pleted a book titled (tentatively) The Geogra
phy of Earth Form. It will be published in 
mid-Hl68. 

Dr. Dewey Stowers, Formerly Director of the 
Social Science Division at Broward junior Col
lege, has joined the staff as Assistant Professor. 
Dr. Stowers' primary interest is in physiography, 
meteorology. climatology, and Anglo-America. 

Mr. Lance Limoges comes to the department 
as Instructor from Penn State University, where 
he is a Ph.D. candidate. He is currently han
dling map and photo interpretation, and car
tography for the department. Limoges reeeived 
his A.B. from USF and his :\ol.A. from Miami 
(Ohio). He is the first USF student to return 
as a member of the regular faculty. 

UNIVERSITY OE FLORIDA 
Department members at the University of 

Florida scattered to the four winds dnring the 
past summer. In May and June Ray Crist was 
in Europe, mainly France and Spain. At the 
University of Toulouse Professor Crist was for
mally recognized for his many years spent on 
tropical studies. Dave Nfddrie was off to Angola 
about the first of August A grant from the Af
rican Studies Program aud cooperation from the 
government of Portugal helped make this ex
tensive reconnaissance pcssihlc. 

Ed Hegen had a real change of pace. He 
went to the hills of North Caroliua to work 011 

his forthcoming book on the Putumayo. A re-
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search grant from the Social Science Institute 
at the University of Florida made this possible. 
Clark Cross taught courses at the University of 
Illinois and went camping out West. Stan Brunn, 
with a research grant from the Center for Latin 
Ameriean Studies hegan his study of urharuza
tion in the Caribbean with extended field visits 
to major Caribbean cities - Habana excepted. 

Jim Anderson stayed on campus during most 
of the trimester to teach two courses. However, 
he did slip away for several days to participate 
ill the Eastern Michigan University institute in 
agricultural geography. Along with Merle Punty 
from Georgia he had the responsibility for lead
ing an extensive field cxeusion through South
ern agricultnral areas. Eddie Cass was the only 
participant from the South, so there was much 
to be learned by the group. 

The last week of August Stan Brunn and 
Jim Anderson were in Jamaica to participate in 
a conference of Caribbean te-achers on "New 
Viewpoints in Georgraphy." Bob Marcus also 
remained. on campus for counseling duties hut 
did leave the campus for reserve duty at Dug
way Utah, in Juue and Ft. Enstis, Virginia, in 
August. Josh Dickinson, who is working in the 
Center for Tropic Studies retnrned to Mexico 
for follow up research to an earlier study of 
problems of deforestation. 

FLORIDA AnAI,me UNIVERSITY 
The- Florida Atlantic University, Department 

of Ceographv. has now added its fifth full-time 
staff membe-r with the- appointment of Dr. Nel
son R. Nunnallv as Associate Professor in Geog
raphy. Dr. Nunnallv comes to florida Atlantic 
Universitv from East Tennessee State Universitv 
and holds a Ph.D. from the University of Illinoi~. 
He is well know for his research in remote sens
ing with particular reference to radar imagery 
interpretation, and will provide additional sup
port for remote senstog research and the teach
ing program in geography. 

Richard E. Witmer has snccessfullv defended 
his dissertation at the University of Florida. It 
will be published as a technical report of the 
Office of Naval Research project which is di
rected. by Dr. James Latham. It is entitled. 
"waveform Analvsis of Geographie Patterns Re
corded. on Visible and Infrared Imagery." Dr. 
Latham and Dr. Witmer published a joint ar
tielc entitled "Comparative Waveform Analysis 
of Multisenor Imagery" in the July issue of 
Phatogrammetric Engineering. 

The Geological Survey has recently awarded 
a contract to Florida Atlantic Universitv for the 
study of the requirements for obtaining and an
alyzing geographic patterns in imagery secured 

by orbiting television systems. This project is 
related to the EROS Program which anticipates 
launching a satellite in 1969 which will observe 
the resources of the earth's surface. Dr. \Vitmer 
and several students are related. to this project. 
Dr. Latham is the Principal Investigator. 

Dr. Alan K. Craig continues his preliminary 
evaluation prior to his planned. winter qnarter 
of field work on the Paraca~ Peninsnla of Peru 
at which time he will study the evidences of 
ecological change through time in this desert 
region associated with the marine environment. 
His research is supported by the Offiee of Naval 
Research. 

Assistant Professor Robert J. Tata, has re
ceived. a Grant from the University to support 
"us study of the changes in the industrial struc
ture of Florida's Standard Metropolitau Statis
tical Areas. He has been encouraged by the 
faculty of S)TaCUSe University to prepare for 
the defense of his thesis which studies "The 
Use of Locational Space Potential Analysis for 
Studying Mexican Industrialization." 

Florida Atlantic is now moving into its first 
quarter in the new state schedule and is Fiud
ing more students than ever moving into geo
graphic study. 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
New space LS an appropriate item of news 

for a geography department. The FSU depart
ment 1I0W occupies the equivalence of one full 
floor of a I\('W 3.2 million dollar social science 
building. 

:-':ew'members of the department are; John 
Baxevants, who comes from teaching duties at 
Trenton State in New Jersey, is interested in 
human migration, and the Balkans countries. 
He is finishing his dissertation at the University 
of North Carolina; Thomas Gergel, comes from 
western Michigan with interests in geomorph
ology and cartography, is finishing his doctoral 
work at the University of Georgia: Terry Lewis, 
a graduate of this department comes back as 
an instructor from Seminole Jr. College, Louis 
Paganini, a doctoral student at the University 
of Florida, has regional interests in Latin Amer
ica, especially Panama. 

Dr. Burke Vanderhill did research on the 
Features of the Countrv on the Great Slave Lake 
Frontier. He was supported hv a grant from 
the University Research Council, Or. Rashid 
Malik spent the summer in Pakistan. 

Dr. Morton Winsberg is spending the aca
demic year 1967-68 in Finland on a Depart
ment of State Fulbright Lectureship. He will 
present a series of lectures on aspects of the 
economic geography of Larin America. 
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(President, from p. 2) 
Z.	 Partkipatton of geographers in community activi

ties is a splendid way to familiarize the public 
with what geographers arc and what they do. 
Huw many other layman professionals are as well 
prepared to deal with problems regarding con
servarion, edn<.<Ition, public administration, plan
ning, eee.? 

:).	 Pubhcation of scholarly articles has become a 
way of life for ambitions academic geographers 
but popular publication has been sorely neglected. 
if these writing talents can be tumed toward the 
people who need them, a major step will have 
been aocompltshed. When popular publicatiou 
achieves <'qoal status within academic circles, 
then much of the recognitiou problem will be 
solved. It is popular to ridicule the National Geo
graphic Magazine, but I suspect that it contrib
utes more total geographic ooo<:atioo than all 
other efforts put together. Similar results could 
be achieved by Sunday Supplement-type articles 
regarding Florida Geographers and their exploits. 

Ccrtainly the committees of our Society will 
arrive at more detailed means of improving the 
status and public image of geographers, but if 
each of us in the meautime can make some 
small contribntion through at least one of the 
above mentioned methods, public recognition 
will have taken a great leap forward. Abstract 
ideas have appeal to some of us, but everyone 
is interested in people. Florida geography is 
alive with vibrant individuals who have fascin
ating stories to tell. Let's tell the world about 
them! 

MEMORIAL 
Frederick J. Day, geography instructor at 

the University of Miami, died Septembe-r 12, m 
Hall County, Georgia. 

Mr. Day, 58, came to Miami in 19,5:3 and 
graduated from the University of Miami's Edn
cation School in 1960. 

A native of London, England, he served in 
the British Maritime Commission and received 
his master's ticket at 2.3 while in the merchant 
service, He moved to Canada in 1938 and 
served as a commander in the Royal Canadian 
Navy during world War 11. 

NOTICE: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President Chamberlain has announced a 
meeting of the Executive Committee on Friday, 
October 20, at 1:30 P,M. All Executive Com
mittee members are nrged to be present as there 
is much Society business to transact. All other 
eommittee chairmen are invited to attend. 

Fla. Scallops Processed 'n N.C. 
Experimental work by John Salvador of St. 

Augustine, the Florida Board of Conservation, 
and the Federal Bureau of Commercial Fisheries 
to determine the production quantities of the 
small Florida East Coast calico scallop is expect
ed to result in a cooperative operation between 
Florida producers and North Carolina producers. 

Conservation Director Randolph Hodges, 
Hannon Shields of Marketing, and Salvador met 
in July with Elmer Willis, one of the leading 
clam and scallop processors in North Carolina, 
and J. W. (Willie) York, Chairman of the North 
Carolina Conservation and Development Board, 
to diseuss plans for Florida scallops being pro
cessed in North Carolina. 

Florida production is expected to be excellent 
from the large bed off our Florida East Coast. 

Florido's Oil Wells 
Florida has an accumulative total of 400 oil 

wells drilled since wildcatters first started ex
ploring the Snnshine State. 

The first oil well was drilled ncar Pensacola, 
Florida, in 1901. 

Eight drilling permits have been issued by 
the Board of Conservation this year. Currently 
Florida has 41 producing wells, all located in 
Hendry and Collier counties, 

Oil producing companies pay a 5 per eent 
severance tax on crude oil produced in the State. 
The Stare has received $1,233,000 in severance 
taxes since the passage of the Oil Severance Tax 
law in 194.5. Twenty per cent of the 5 pt>r cent 
is returned to the producing counties. 

The Florida Petroleum Council reported that 
that in fiscal year 66-67 the petroleum industry 
paid $186,920 in severance taxes. 

Two exploratory wells are currently being 
drilled in Florida; one in Collier Connty and 
one in Hernando County, The Board of Conser
vation on Angust 1st issued two drilling permits 
to Mobile Oil Corporation to conduct explora
tory operations in Citrus and Levy connties. 
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